Development of new vaccines for tuberculosis. Recommendations of the Advisory Council for the Elimination of Tuberculosis (ACET).
Tuberculosis (TB) remains a major, global public health problem, particularly in low-income countries. Better application of current diagnostic, treatment, and prevention strategies could lead to gradual decreases in the disease, but eliminating TB completely in the United States and internationally will require new tools. The greatest impact could come from a new vaccine, and recent technological advances have provided the basis for new vaccine development. However, sustained support is required to move the research from the laboratory to field trials of vaccines and to implement new vaccine programs. Recognizing the importance of TB vaccines, the Advisory Council for the Elimination of Tuberculosis (ACET) recommends that public agencies and vaccine manufacturers develop a comprehensive, consensual strategy to achieve these goals. This report outlines the elements that should be considered in devising a strategic plan for vaccine development.